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:S- I 


Sr on after Lorld tar II friction developed between Ulewent Gcttvald, Chairman 
•of tbo Ozeehcslova! Comunist Party (ESC), and Rudolf risnsPy, Secretary- 
General of the Party. Slansly had returned to Prague after the war with the 
intention of building a pci/crful crgar izational apparatus with c general 
??ecre Lariat ccr pletely devoted to hiru In the su Tier of 1945# therefore, he 
purged the general secretariat ti those -v* o had been members of Getty aid ? s 
n.i'e-var faction in Prague, including Vaclav David, Ivan holy, and Oldrich 
Illar. 


David, hae been a riember of the tSG since the thirties, al though before the 
war ho was net active m- ; iiclr. During 1 or Id bar II he war a r& her cf the 
(kr r*umst underground vl 5ch fought against the Ger? ^ans . David did net play 
:i conspicuous role, he wover* and so nano, feed tc ercapo arrest. He is a cler!:«* 
li: e type ot perron, - indecisive, net very bright. Hit obedient and disci r lined t 
Tn the newly established Central i-ecretarist of the Party. David, had become 
ehiei cf the ca're depart; ent. he had been supported fcy Jcsef Ircsnar, head 
of the Prague region cf the ISC, and Gottwoid. Greener and Gottwald, whe had 
now) David before the war, were sure that he would uncondi.t: 1 on ally obey their 
directive r and net act independently. The cadre department’s function was tc 
appoint Gcrxiuniste to ley positions in the government and in nationalized in- 
dwstryv Ivan ?x>ly, former dertrty of the 0a munis t Party for the Prague region, 
had been appointed head of the organisational ^oportneht and tl&rich IHas chief 
cf the propaganda department. 


Slanshy had David transferred tc Pariiai ent as a Ccrmum'st deputy, Iioly as- 
signed to doing Party wor: In the Prague districts, and Has made head of 
the national Committee of Vi nohrady (Prague 12) district, flan sly was not 
sat:: r fled with these demotions, however, and in 194& he appointed Hies chief 
of the housing department of the Central national Ocrmdttee in Prague. During 
III as 1 tenure there, various machinations and mismanage' ent in the allotment 
of apart ' on ts were revealed. Has was suspended and Slans3 y insisted on his 
TToni hhnent and discharge from the Party. Upon Gcttwald r s intervention, however, 
the affair was dropped and Hies -was wade a commercial manager in nationalised 
Industry. After Man el y * s removal, Gottwald appointed Has Czechoslovak 
I Inis tor to Norway. 
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David, ^played a passive ro3.e 1 n Parliament, partly because of* hi.c nor— 
sonaiity and partly becarso bo ror lized '-‘bat- as long as Mans! y was in 
cs utrol, none of the people he had ronovod could tetter tb.oir position 
in the Party, Gottuald continued to support Pav'd, however. The 
President frequently praised hir. and urged hin to t&.e rart in Parlia- 
® ente *7 delegations abroad, nr that, he could acquire foreign experience, 
wi tl. Slans! y out of the way, Gottwald on 31 January J.053 appointed Da' ld 
Minister of Foreign ,»ffaira. 

5. In 1945 » • lansky also opposed the appoint ent of i’rosnar, another member 
of Gottwald 1 3 clique, to the poet of Deputy t ...cvetary -General of the DEC, 

A compromise was reached between Gottwald and Mansi y acSording to which 
Erosnar was appointed head of the Prague region of the Party. 

6. Gottwald 1 s appointment of David as foreign Minister achieved a much greater 
purpose than that of t’ercly rewarding a friend. The. previous Foreign 
Minister , Viliam Piroky, a Mans’ y nan, is very ambitions and a. master of 
behind-the-scenes intrigues, firoiry is also a patient non as shown by the 
fact that it tool: hin five years to wrest control of the Communl st Party 

in Slovakia from Gustav Husak, Vladimir Clenentis, Laco Kovonesky, Daniel 
Olcali, and Jozef Solteaz. Si ro ky appreciated the advantages to be gained 
fron the position of Minister of Foreign Affairs j these included frequent 
direct contact with Moscow, not only through the Soviet Ambassador in 
Prague, but also through personal contact with tl® Lrenlin as a member of 
Government delegations to the Uf SR. Consequently, v;hon dementi r was in 
:j cw Sort- in 1949 as head of the Czech United Nations delegation, 
took charge of the Fo: eign liinistry despite Clenentis’ opposition. Later, 
with Mens! y* s aid, Siroly removed Clenentis and succeeded him as Foreign 
Minister. Mansi y and Siroly had obtained the approval of 11. scow for this 
move without the knowledge of Gottwald. Gottwald was opposed to the re- 
moval of Clenentis and delayed it until compelled try Moscow to Hive" his 
consent. Gottwald realized that .'Iroky would exploit his new position to 
further his own career, whereas he had already decided to dominate 
the Foreign Ministry himself, Siroly was primarily concerned with gaining 
control of the direct channel to the Kremlin. Secretary-General of the 
Psxty Slansly and Prime Minister Antonin Zapotocly, in addition to President 
Gottwald, had direct access to No scow. Gottwald’ a first aim when he began 
to centralize power in his hands in 1950 was to bring under his control all 
contacts with the Iremlin. The elimination cf Slansly was a major step 
forward in this plan. 


7. The recent reorganisation cf the Government was merely a continuation of 
Gottwald’s effort to centralize power. Thus the appointment of David was 
designed to eliminate Siroly’s contact with the Kremlin. This became 
even more imperative when, after Mans’ y’s removal, Siroly became the 
number two Ccnnunist as head cf the Sloval Communist Party. Gottwald 
planned to rial e Siroky responsible for the accelerated economic develop- 
ment of Sloval ia. It was a foregone conclusion that Siroly would fail 
and thus the way would be paved for his liquidation. Despite the cool 
relationship between Gottwald and Zapotocly, the latter did not interfere 
in Gottwald’ 9 actions against finely because he, too, was afraid of an in- 
crease of Siroly* s power at the expense of his own. 

8. With Slansly out of the way, Gottwald turned tc the probien of eliminating 
Zapoocky, Mr reorganization cf the Government early in 1953 cut into 
Zapotoc, y’s power sphere* He planned nerrt to replace Zapctocky as Prime 
Finis tor by Jarcnir Dolansly. An indication cf Gottwald’ s increased 
strength was shown in the composition of the Czech delegation to Stalin's 
funeral* the Sloval. Communist Party was represented by Minister of Nation- 
al Security, Karol BacileF, a Gottwald man, rather than by the head of 

the Party, Sircl y; the Government was represented by Minister of National 
Defense Alexej Ceplclca, Gottwald* s son-in-law, and not by Prime Minister 
Zapotoel y. 
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kith Goitufi. d*a death, the center of pover shifted. Zap^tocky, ar read cf 
tie G« vomnont and the rioet powerful Cc v YTunist, became number one nan in 
the Party. Zapotocly has no co: -pet iters of an: importance, although Siroly 
is a potentially dangerous rival* Z&potocl y is compelled to continue the 
tactics stiirted against Giro) y b y Gottvr&ld. Z&potccly car count on the 
loyalty of the Gcttwald faction headed by Dolans! y, Antcnin rtovotny, and 
Vaclav Zopecly* net fron devetien but fron the exigencies rf the situation* 
Sire; y * s only hope lies in Ebsoc-v'r support* Zapotcely is already con- 
prcidsed in the eyes of IIcsccv for his responsibility for the under- 
fi ifillnent of deliveries fron Czechoslovakia tc the USSR* Sire! y dees 
net share this blane because he did not deal with economic natters except 
for the industrialisation cf Slovakia* Another factor against Zapotoely 
is his rmibership in that group of old~goard revolutionaries which is briny 
liquidated throughout the Peoples’ Dor coracles „ Furthernore, he waa 
originally a Social Democrat* If the Krenlin should decide in favor of 
Sirdcy, a ne\/ radicalism in donestic policy and new Party purges could be 
expected* *kj 
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